Appl. No. 10/531,172 

Response dated: August 31 , 2007 

Reply to O.A. dated: May 2, 2007 

REMARKS 

This is in response to the Official Action of May 2, 2007 in connection with the 
above-identified application. Applicants have amended the claims of the instant 
application in order to more precisely define the scope of the present invention, taking 
into consideration the outstanding Official Action. 

Claim 1 has been amended to incorporate the subject matter of claim 2. 
Accordingly, claim 2 has been canceled. Claim 5 has been amended to depend from 
claim 4. 

Claim 7 has been amended from a product-by-process claim to a process claim. 
Claim 7 has also been amended to incorporate the subject matter of claim 2. Claims 
8-13, which depend from claim 7, have also been amended to recite process claims 
rather than product-by-process claims. 

New claim 13 incorporates the subject matter of claims 1 and 3. Accordingly, 
claim 3 has been canceled. New claims 15-17 depend from new claim 13 and mirror 
claims 4-6, respectively. 

New claim 1 8 incorporates the subject matter of claims 7 and 3 (as rewritten in 
process format rather than product-by-process format) . New claims 1 9-24 depend from 
new claim 18 and mirror claims 8-13, respectively. 

Because the amendments to the claims involve the incorporation of subject 
matter recited in originally presented claims, Applicants respectfully submit that the 
amended claims are clearly supported by the application as originally filed. Similarly, 
because the new claims recite subject matter recited in originally presented claims, 
Applicants respectfully submit that the new claims are clearly supported by the 
application as originally filed. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that all claims currently pending in the 
instant application are in full compliance with the requirements of 35 U.S.C. §112 and 
are patentable over the references of record. 

The rejection of claims 1-13 under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite, has been carefully considered but is most respectfully traversed in light of the 
amendments to the claims discussed below and the following comments. 



-8- 



Appl. No. 10/531,172 

Response dated: August 31 , 2007 

Reply to O.A. dated: May 2, 2007 

The Official Action urges that the recitation of the term "and/or" in the claims 
renders the claims indefinite. In response, Applicants note that claims 1 and 4 have 
been amended to recite "or" in place of "and/or" and therefore no longer contain the 
alleged indefinite language. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the §112, 
second paragraph, rejection of claims 1-13 be withdrawn. 

The rejection of claims 1 and 4-13 under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) as being anticipated 
by, or in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being unpatentable over either 
Mantese et al. (US Pat. No. 4,918,051), JP 01-111713, orSinghal has been carefully 
considered but is most respectfully traversed in light of the amendments to the claims 
and the following comments. 

Applicants note the comments set forth on page 8 of the outstanding Official 
Action, which state that claims 2 and 3 are allowable over the prior art of record. 
Applicants have incorporated the subject matter of either claim 2 or 3 in to each of the 
independent claims currently pending in the instant application. Accordingly, Applicants 
respectfully submit that all claims now pending in the instant application are patentable 
over the references of record, and therefore request that the §1 02/§1 03 rejection over 
Mantese, JP 01 -1 1 1 71 3 or Singhal be withdrawn. 

Finally, in response the comments set forth in the outstanding Official Action with 
respect to the listing of references of documents cited by Applicants on any patent 
resulting from this application, Applicants submit herewith a PTO/SB/08 Form setting 
forth the references listed on the Search Report filed April 11, 2005. This form is 
submitted within the set period for reply to the outstanding Official Action, as prescribed 
in the outstanding Official Action. 
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In view of the above comments and further amendments to the claims, favorable 
reconsideration and allowance of all of the claims now present in the application are 
most respectfully requested. 
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